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Thesis 
With all international travel halted during the pandemic, many are flocking to the airports to 
explore their dream destinations while they still can. Study abroad program have a similar 
story. Whether students were sent home early, had their study abroad plans canceled, or 
postponed, students are jumping at the gate to study across the globe. While studying abroad 
is very common, international student accommodations varies by college, program, and 
location with many staying in university dormitories, with host families, or in shared apartment 
with fellow students. Clearly there is a  demand for international student housing with a lack 
of consistent accommodation options leading me to ask… 

Can a hotel successfully act as student housing for extended stays while still meeting 
the needs of short-term hostel guests?



Precedent Studies

Kemilau Hotel Renovation: Kuta Utara, Indonesia Nurse Dormitory: Khet  Pathum Wan, Thailand

The Student Hotel: Delift, The Netherlands UC San Diego North Torrey Pines Living and Learning Neighborhood: 
La Jolla, California



Precedent Study Takeaways
2 common issues with housing and hotels: Poor ventilation and limited access to natural light

Surround residence rooms with Indoor/outdoor communal spaces to promote collaboration 
and a sense of community

Sustainability Tactics:
• Anaerobic digester that processes food waste into electricity and fertilizer
• Promote alternative transportation with multi-modal pathways, convenient bike parking 

and storage, and access to mass transit
• Passive survivability design through natural ventilation systems and operable windows
• A “Circular Design” (Recycled materials, Reused furniture, Furniture/equipment that can be 

easily repaired, reupholstered, recycled)
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Initial Survey
155 participants (144 completed fully)

Age
• 18-24: 51.4%
• 25-34: 11.5%
• 35-44: 6.1%
• 45-54: 23%
• 55-64: 2%
• 65-74: 6.1%

Gender
• Male: 18.9%
• Female:  79.1%
• Non-Binary: 2%



Initial Survey Findings
• Cities included in the survey: London, Seoul, Berlin/Munich, Beijing/Hong Kong, Melbourne/

Sydney, Singapore, Zurich, Tokyo

• All 3 European cities involved in the survey made it into the top 5 (1st, 3rd, & 5th)

• 7/10 written-in locations were also located in Europe

• Common Reasonings for participants’ decision

• English speaking country

• Similar to America

• Want to go Europe

• Food

• Culture



Student Travel Expert Interview 
Lauren Marley - CIEE (Council for International Educational Exchange)

What are the most popular destinations?
• Europe is always the most popular (Geographically close and culturally similar)
• English speaking countries (Huge deciding factor)

How long do students study abroad?
• Semester, year, or summer programs (couple of weeks)

What amenities are expected by students?
• Laundry, Wifi, Gym, Travel guidebooks in english

What rooms layouts do students prefer?
• Studio-apartment style (extended stays)
• Family style room (for guests and parents)
Intrigued by Hostels (short term travel)



Secondary Survey
60 participants (55 completed fully)

Age
• 18-24: 75 %
• 25-34: 8.3 %
• 35-44: 5 %
• 45-54: 3.3 %
• 55-64: 6.7 %
• 65-74: 1.7 %

Gender
• Male: 11.7 %
• Female:  88.3 %



Secondary Survey Findings
“You are looking to study abroad in a vibrant youthful city that has a unique blend of 
modern culture and history. Whether it is for a weekend, a month, or a semester, you are 
looking for a memorable experience. A historical city filled with museums, art galleries, and 
classical music meets a creative community with a lively nightlife, a thriving contemporary 
art scene, and a plethora of shopping experiences. Just a train ride from other European 
hubs like Paris, Amsterdam, Prague, and Warsaw. Berlin is the perfect escape into a modern 
European City. Would you be interested in having the experience of a lifetime in Berlin, 
Germany?”

54/60 participants answered yes



Secondary Survey Findings

• Laundry (51) • In-Room Kitchenette (42) • Cafe (39)

• Work Areas (37) • General Store (35) • Restaurant (34)

• Gym (30)

Highest Voted Amenities:



Secondary Survey Findings

1st: Small Individual Room 2nd: Small Shared Room 2nd: Large Shared Room with Open Bunks

Preferred short stay accommodations (hostel): 



Secondary Survey Findings

1st: Moody & Classical 2nd: Cozy Colorful European 
Eclectic

4th: Modern Minimalist3rd: Vibrant Industrial

Preferred Hotel Ambiance:



Research Findings Overview
Combination of Hostel Layouts: A mix of tiny individual rooms and an open concept hostel 
layout helps to fit most people’s comfort levels and budgets.

In-Hotel Food Prep Areas: 78% of participants want to cook their own meals and 76% would 
like a kitchenette in their room

Convenience: Providing everyday spaces conveniently in house like a laundry room (93%), a 
general store (64% ), and a cafe (71%)

Work Spaces:  67% of participates requested areas to work in. This can be done with in-room 
desk, an open office space, a work cafe, or a combination of many spaces.

Location: Needs to be close to major universities while being connected to the public 
transportation routes to connect the hotel with the rest of the city



Berlin Overview
Population: 3.645 million (2019)

Student Population: 202,224 (2021)

Average age: 42.6

Foreign Born: 19.24%

• Large Turkish and Jewish immigrant populations

Main languages spoken: German, English, French



Berlin Overview
• Over 40 Universities

• ~ 170 museums in Berlin (Museum Island)

• ~ 150 theatres

• Currency Conversion: $1 USD = 1.02 Euro

• Average Income: 41,800€ ($40,734.10)

• Climate Type: Moderately Continental

• Cold Winters (29°-38°)  

• Moderately Warm Summers (59°-76°)



Berlin’s Public Transportation
Intra City Travel: (all under one ticket) (usually included with your tuition)

• U-Bahn (Train, similar to CTA)

• S-Bahn (Train, similar to Metra)

• Connects suburbs to Berlin

• Bus (most common in West Berlin areas)

• Tram (most common in East Berlin areas)

• Ferries 

• Bike & scooter sharing

Intercity Travel: (prefered method depends on destination, time, and cost)

• Train

• Bus

• Plane 



Berlin Location  
Distance by Train

• Paris, France: (8-9 hours)

• Rome, Italy: (~14 hours)

• Prague, Czech Republic (~4 hours)

• Amsterdam, Netherlands: (6-7 hours)

• London, UK:  (9-10 hours)

• Zurich, Switzerland: (~8 hours)

• Warsaw, Poland: (5.5-6.5 hours)

• Vienna, Austria: (~8 hours)



Project Site
Stadtbad Oderberger

Open in 1902 as a public bathhouse 

Closed in 1986 due to foundational issues

Renovation started in 2012

Hotel opened in 2016

Located in the district of Prenzlauer Berg

• Residential Feel

• Young

• Artsy

• Filled with cafes, restaurants, bars, and clubs



Project Site
22 minutes to Humboldt University by transit (10 minute bike ride)

29 minutes to Berlin Institute of Technology by transit

18 minutes to Museum Island by transit (8 minute bike ride)

20 minutes to Brandenburg Gate by transit (13 minute bike ride)

27 minutes to Großer Tiergarten by transit (17 minute bike ride)



Programmatic Concepts
Neighbors: Cultivating a sense of community between students, hostel guests, and locals 

through a variety of shared communal spaces. 

Activity Grouping: Activity grouping will be used throughout the hotel/hostel to foster 

community and collaboration in communal areas like lounges and the cafe while respecting 

the privacy and silence of individual residences and work areas.

Comfort: Whether guests are staying for a night or a year, comfort should be the first 

priority of any hotel. Comfort can encompass a variety of topics that can be different for 

each individual like security measures, privacy, comfort controls, and more. A separated 

flow below students and hostel guests is one tactic to aid in comfort, privacy, and security.
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Concept
The core design concept for Hotel 
Oderberger is to provide luxury student 
accommodations for both brief and 
extended stays. This concept would fill 
the void in the market for consistent  
international student housing while 
offering unique amenities like a hostel, 
a pool, and a communal lounge. Original 
architectural features like barrel ceilings, 
stone arches, and large windows are 
enhanced by classical furniture, finishes, 
and features. The concept’s focus is 
to respect and highlight the building’s 
history and architectural features while 
modernizing the space to meet the needs 
of the hotel guests.



First Floor Plan



First Floor Reflected Ceiling Plan



Second Floor Plan



Second Floor Ceiling Lighting Plan



Lobby Floor Plan
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Pool Floor Plan
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Hostel Floor Plan



Hostel Lounge
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Single Suite Floor Plan
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Double Suite Floor Plan
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Sustainable Building
Adaptive Reuse building

• Limiting the scope of services to the interior of a preexisting building saves on building 

materials and lowers all forms of pollution (physical, sounds, light, water, heat, etc.)

• Respecting the original architecture and limiting major demolitions also limits the amount 

going into the landfill

• Reusing architectural features like doors and materials like the original pool tiles in other 

spaces stops those aspects from going to the trash while not requiring you to buy additional 

materials



Sustainable Energy
Energy Production

• Solar panel systems installed on the large roof of the hotel will provide amble energy to aid 

in daily operations 

Energy Use Reduction

• Use of dim-able LED bulbs in all light fixtures

• Motion sensors with timers will be installed in all rooms besides the lobby to limit the amount 

of wasted energy and light pollution when not in use

• Energy efficient appliances (fridge, dishwasher, washing machines, etc.) Will be used to 

reduce idle energy usage



Sustainable Water
Rain Water Collection

• Berlin has an ~ 9 month long wet season with year long precipitation 

• Can be used right away for gray water uses like toilets or to water plants

• Can be used as drinking water after going through a carbon water filtration system

Water Use Reduction

• All toilets has dual flush technology ( 3 liters for liquids, 6 liters for solid)

• Water efficient shower heads with an option to stop or slow water pressure when not in 

direct need



Limiting Pollutants
Salt Water Pool

• Collected rain water goes through a salt chlorine generator to sanitize the water for pool 

usage

• A salt water pool limits the use of harsh chemicals, the impact of its waste on local water 

reservoirs and the handlers, and produces a smooth luxurious swimming experience

GreenChill Refrigerations

• All refrigerators in the lobby, hostel lounge, and all extended stay rooms are greenchill 

certified to limit refrigerant emissions and decrease their impact on the ozone layer and 

climate change.



Sustainable Materials
Low VOC Paint usage throughout the project

Reusing original materials: Pool Tiles, Stone Archways, Tile Flooring, etc.

Using FSC certified wood veneer over solid wood in all casework to limit deforestation

Using cradle to cradle certified fabrics in all upholstery and drapery settings
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